From: Nicole Walter <nwalter@washpirg.org>

Sent: Monday, October 10, 2022 7:50 PM

To: DES SBCC

Subject: WashPIRG supports adopting proposed energy code updates
Attachments: M/ashPIRG letter of suppart pdf

External Email

Chair Doan and Members of the State Building Code Council:

| am writing on behalf of WashPIRG and the undersigned 100+ Washingtonians (included in
attached PDF) to urge the State Building Code Council to vote in support of the full package of
residential energy code proposals that are out for public comment. In particular, we support the
requirements that new homes be built with high-efficiency heat pumps to heat and cool our
spaces and water, and with increased ventilation for kitchens that burn polluting gas.

From devastating floods and wildfires to unprecedented heat waves, we are already
experiencing the impacts of climate change here in Washington. Emissions from the building
sector are the fastest-growing source of climate pollution in Washington. We need to do all that
we can to move away from burning fossil fuels and power our lives with clean energy.

In addition to climate pollution, buildings are a significant source of unhealthy air pollution
associated with the combustion of methane. Recent studies show that homes with gas stoves
have 50 to 400 percent higher nitrogen dioxide levels in their indoor air, compared to homes
with electric and induction stoves. Nitrogen dioxide pollution can lead to health problems like
heart failure and asthma, and just one hour of cooking on a gas stove produces nitrogen dioxide
levels that would be illegal if found outdoors. Because of this significant pollution, children in
homes with gas stoves have a 42 percent higher risk of experiencing asthma symptoms.

While we need to eventually transition to cleaner, safer electric and induction cooking, requiring
better ventilation in kitchens with gas stoves is a necessary step forward in protecting
Washingtonians from the dangers of this indoor air pollution.

The proposed code updates ensure that as Washington grows and we construct new homes,
we are creating healthy homes and honoring the climate commitments made by the governor
and our legislature. Washington is a climate leader -- these building code changes are an
obvious way to act on our commitments, protect Washingtonians from unhealthy air, and help
transition our homes to highly efficient heat pumps that can be powered by 100% clean and
renewable energy.

Thank you for your consideration and your work on behalf of the state.

Nicole Walter
Advocate | WashPIRG
nwalter@washpirg.org
c: (626) 622-8761
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Washington State Building Code Council
1500 Jefferson St SE

Olympia, WA 98501

Chair Doan and Members of the State Building Code Council:
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State Building Code Council to vote in support of the full package of residential energy code
proposals that are out for public comment. In particular, we support the requirements that new
homes be built with high-efficiency heat pumps to heat and cool our spaces and water, and with
increased ventilation for kitchens that burn polluting gas.

From devastating floods and wildfires to unprecedented heat waves, we are already
experiencing the impacts of climate change here in Washington. Emissions from the building
sector are the fastest-growing source of climate pollution in Washington. We need to do all that
we can to move away from burning fossil fuels and power our lives with clean energy.

In addition to climate pollution, buildings are a significant source of unhealthy air pollution
associated with the combustion of methane. Recent studies show that homes with gas stoves
have 50 to 400 percent higher nitrogen dioxide levels in their indoor air, compared to homes
with electric and induction stoves. Nitrogen dioxide pollution can lead to health problems like
heart failure and asthma, and just one hour of cooking on a gas stove produces nitrogen dioxide
levels that would be illegal if found outdoors. Because of this significant pollution, children in
homes with gas stoves have a 42 percent higher risk of experiencing asthma symptoms.

While we need to eventually transition to cleaner, safer electric and induction cooking, requiring
better ventilation in kitchens with gas stoves is a necessary step forward in protecting
Washingtonians from the dangers of this indoor air pollution.

The proposed code updates ensure that as Washington grows and we construct new homes,
we are creating healthy homes and honoring the climate commitments made by the governor
and our legislature. Washington is a climate leader -- these building code changes are an
obvious way to act on our commitments, protect Washingtonians from unhealthy air, and help
transition our homes to highly efficient heat pumps that can be powered by 100% clean and
renewable energy.

Thank you for your consideration and your work on behalf of the state.

Nicole Walter
WashPIRG Advocate
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